viii                                 PREFACE
In what I have written I have described, rather than defended,
the mental phases and the political activities through which I have
passed. There are doubtless serious flaws in the story. The
meaning of life has always seemed to me to be immensely more
interesting than its incidents, and the spirit and purpose of both
men and movements more important than their methods and their
programmes. Thus, in my opinion, the Socialist and Freethought
movements in England should be judged not by their immediate
proposals and methods, but by the principles and ideals which
govern and inspire them.
I venture to hope that what I have written about these and
kindred movements, will find interested, if not sympathetic and
approving, readers,
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